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! ÎÅ× "ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ 
 

We have a new President........  
 

The Society of Auctioneers & Appraisers (SA) Inc. takes 

pride in announcing our new president elected at our 

AGM held on Wed 3rd of September is Mr. Marc du Plessis 

from the well known family business, du Plessis Auction 

Gallery Pty Ltd at Richmond, valuing and conducting 

auctions of collectibles, fine art and antiques all over Aus-

tralia with its head office here in Adelaide.  
 

Marc is the third general auctioneer and appraiser to be 

elected as president since Colin Gaetjens and Garry Topp 

in the 90s, and from the only family with three generations 

as Society members (Marcõs nephew Christopher at the 

tender age of 15 has just joined the Society as our young-

est member ever as he has a keen interest in the family 

business, and the du Plessis legacy and association with 

the Society will be carried forward into history).  
 

Victor Velgush (Refined Real Estate) was elected as Vice 

Present and other board members are John Morris (Ray 

White Adelaide), Sandra Berry (Sandra Berry Real Estate - 

Hahndorf) and Rod Adcock (Regional Manager at LJ 

Hooker).  
 

Addressing members Mark said ò My vision for 2015 and 

beyond is to glean the best from our past 22 Presidents 

and project that passion and commitment into the future 

with the focus of increasing the Societyõs appeal to the 

younger generation entering the Real Estate, General & 

Livestock Industries, increasing public awareness of the 

Society and its Members, whilst moving the Society for-

ward through technology and further innovation.  
 

 

I have been in the industry for 27 years full time, and have found 

that whether it is Real Estate, Livestock, Plant & Machinery, an-

tiques & Fine Art or any other area the most satisfying process of 

sale has to be sale by public Auction.  
 

The fall of the Gavel is a magical sound, that generates more 

emotions than any other, whether you are a bidder, the auc-

tioneer, the winner, the under bidder or just a spectator.ó 
 

At the AGM, Marcõs parents Peter & Robin du Plessis were hon-

oured with Life Memberships in recognition of extraordinary and 

outstanding service to the Society and the professions, and a 

special tribute was made to our 3 rd President, Mr Christopher 

McLaughlin of a Gold Plaque commemorating 30 plus years as 

a Society Member and 50 plus years in real estate and the auc-

tion professions.  Garry Topp FSAA (Life) CEO  

Marc du Plessis MSAA  
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! ÎÅ× "ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ 
 

 

 

 

 

  

The New Board ñJohn Morris, Sandra Berry, Victor Velgush & Marc du Plessis (Absent Rod Adcock)  
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0ÅÔÅÒ Ǫ 2ÏÂÉÎ ÄÕ 0ÌÅÓÓÉÓ !×ÁÒÄÅÄ ,ÉÆÅ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 
 

Peter & Robin joined the Society on 15th June 1982 

and were both founding members of the Society.  
 

Peter began working with a London based merchant 

bank in 1961 arranging and conducting auctions of re-

sidual barter trade merchandise including tobacco, 

agricultural equipment and Iranian rugs and devel-

oped a keen interest in auctioneering.  
 

Peter worked in 6 continents holding an auctioneers li-

cense in Hong Kong, Singapore, and Malaysia and in 

1967 was granted his first Australian license when he 

conducted auctions for Elder Smith Goldsbrough Mort.  
 

In 1966 Robin was a director of an auctioneering and 

stock liquidating company in Toronto Canada.  
 

Together, Peter and Robin founded du Plessis auction 

Gallery in Sydney in the late 60s, and then moved their 

young family to Adelaide.  
 

Their business expanded into all states of Australia 

auctioning antiques, paintings and collectibles, while 

also being instrumental in producing legislative chang-

es to most auctioneers Acts across Australia.  
 

Robin obtained her South Australia auctioneers license 

in 1976 as the first woman to be licensed in metropoli-

tan Adelaide.  
 

Robin served on the committee of the Society for most 

of the 1980s including editor of the newsletter, and 

was instrumental in the design of the Societyõs first 

logo.  

 

Peter and Robin are both Fellows of the Society participat-

ing continually in the Society for over 30 years and of late 

providing $2,500 prize money to the General Auction cate-

gory of the NEWS Australia Golden Gavel Awards.  

 

 

Peter & Robin du Plessis with CEO, Garry Topp  
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$Õ 0ÌÅÓÓÉÓ !×ÁÒÄÅÄ ,ÉÆÅ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 
 

 It is with pleasure that we recognise Peter and 

Robin with Life Membership of the Society in 

recognition on your extraordinary and out-

standing contribution to the Society and the 

professions.  

 

Dear Garry,  

 We would ask you to pass on our sincere thanks 

to The Society members for being awarded our 

Life Memberships.   

 

As you know we have been around since the first 

meeting held at the Redlegs Club in 1981 and 

have watched the Society òmatureó into its pre-

sent form.  

 

 We consider it is a privilege ð not a duty ð to be 

members of the Society and we look forward to 

participating in its future growth,  and its role in all 

facets of auctioneering and appraising.  

 

Sincerely  

Robin & Peter du Plessis  
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4ÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ #ÈÒÉÓÔÏÐÈÅÒ -Ã,ÁÕÇÈÌÉÎ &3!! ɉ,ÉÆÅɊ 
 

Christopher McLaughlin started his real estate career 

with Woodham Biggs in 1963 when he was 23 years 

old and stayed there for 26 years.  
 

Christopher worked as corporate auctioneer working 

with Society member Andrew Marosõs late father 

Bruce Maros,  both strong supporters of the Society 

and its ideals.  
 

Those were the days when all real estate ads were in 

the Sunday mail where Woodham Biggs had the cen-

trefold and open inspections were from 2:30PM to 

5PM on a Sunday, the contract was on a single A4 

sheet there was no cooling off, no Form 1, and you 

could list a property and sell it on the same day and 

vendor finance and trade ins were the order of the 

day.  

 

After Woodham Biggs Christopher spent 14 months as 

Associate Director, Auctions for Ballieu Knight Frank, 

and then started with Bernard H Booth Pty Ltd in 1990 

where he remains to this day!  

 

We have a short video of a training film featuring 

Bruce Maros and Christopher McLaughlin.  

Christopher, on behalf of the Society we present you 

with this Gold Plaque commemorating 30 plus years 

as a Society Member and 50 plus years in real estate 

and the auction industry.  

Click on the link to see the Video  

Garry,  

What you did last night for me surpasses anything that 

anybody could possibly expect.  

I couldn't believe that Film, it was hard to believe that 

Auctioneer was me. All those years ago. You did put a 

lot of work into researching.  

All the best.        Christopher McLaughlin FSAA (Life)  

Bernard Booth, Christopher McLaughlin, Graeme Whelan & Wally Karpiuk  
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2ÕÂÙ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ΥΡ 9ÅÁÒÓ 0ÌÕÓ 
 

RUBY MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Society of Auctioneers and Apprais-

ers (SA) Inc was incorporated in 1981.  
 

This AGM represents 33 years of its proud 

history so it is proper for us to recognise 

our founding members who have both 

supported and guided us through the 

last 30 years.  
 

We recognise those members who 

joined the Society prior to 1984 as a Ru-

by member.  
 

Congratulations to these elite members 

in achieving this fantastic milestone.  
 

Members being recognised were:  

Bernard Booth, John Bruce, Peter Burns, 

Christopher Codling, Robin du Plessis, 

Peter du Plessis, Christopher Mc Laugh-

lin, Graham Reynolds & Garry Topp  
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 ΣΡΣΡ 

!ÕÃÔÉÏÎ -ÁÒËÅÔÅÒÓ 

 

 

 

The Top 10 Principal & Sales Consultant Auction Mar-

keters embrace Auction as their preferred method of 

marketing Property in South Australia.  
 

The Society recognizes the top 10 Principals and 

Sales Consultants at the News Australia Golden Gav-

el each year, however these winners 

were not able to accept their award at 

the News Australia Golden Gavel so we 

will present them now;  
 

Stephen Venn accepted his award with 

John Morris accepting the award on 

behalf of Bianca Denham  

"ÉÁÎÃÁ $ÅÎÈÁÍ 

!ÕÃÔÉÏÎ -ÁÒËÅÔÅÒÓ 
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